


PALLANT HOUSE
GALLERY

1. One of the most intimate rooms in the new addition




BUILDING STUDY

MANY WORKS IN THE
COLLECTION ARE MODEST
IN SIZE, MEANT ORIGINALLY
FOR DOMESTIC SPACES

By Stephien Marshall. Phocography by Dvid Grandorge

Originally founded by the Romans shartly after their conguest of
Britain in AD43, Chichester has many historic areas of townscape,
the most important of these being the Pallones = divided into
Marth, South, East and West. It in this sensitive pare of the city
thar Long & Kentish, together with Colin St John Wilson &
Associates, has built its new gallery; an addition to the Grade
1-listed Pallant House

A Queen Anne building dating from 1712, Pallane House
was commisioned by Henry ‘Lisbon' Peckhom, o wine merchant,
and has very fine oak mteriors and carved brick exteriors. Pevsner
calls it ‘Chichester’s most ambitions Georgian house’. Chichester
Council later purchased it to accommodare offices, and made
a number of unsympathetic additions. The building was then

offered 1o the trustees responsible for setting up the original gallery,

The gallery'’s haldings have been deseribed as ‘a collection
of collections’, bringing together the Hussey bequest of modern
painters, the Freeman colléction of poreelain, the Colder-
Thompson print collection and mony examples of medern
British paintings and drawings from the Wilon collection. The
last of these has been put together over a liferime by the architects
Calin 5t John Wilson and M | Long, ond has works on lean to
Tare Modern, the Center for British Art ar Yale, Connecticut,
and other mojor galleries throughout the world,

A the original Pallant House galleries were such a
success, the trustees decided to enlorge the building. An adjacent
MNeo-CGeargian town house was purchased with o view ro it
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demolitian and the creation of new galleries. This enlargement
would, in addinion, take pressure off the original house, as well as
allowing improved access, Many of the unsympatheric additions
could also be removed, given that more space would be available
in the new building. At this stage, Long & Kentish and Colin 5t
lohn Wilson & Associates were asked to prepare o design.

The new site is oughly L-shaped, formerly occupied
by the town house facing North Pallant and garages facing Fast
Pallant. It is approximately three umes the area of the original
house and is surrounded by historic residential properties, The
task facing the architects was ane of placing a substantial modern
building of non-residential use inte the fragile historic context
of the Pallants,

Among the many design directions architects have token
when faced with o situation like this, rwe stand out as being the
maost successtul, Ome is the approach of reflecting historic context
in an abstract composition, as illustrated by Hatael Moneo in
the town hall for Murcia. In contrast 1 the approach that
demarerialises the volume of the new building by using ylass
reflections, melding the structure with the landscape — as in Jean
MNouvel’s Fondarion Cartier in Paris, which sidesteps the issue of
fitting in by appearing not to be there at all.

At Pallant House the architects have taken the former
route. With a subtly proportioned composition and the use of local
materials, they have *grafied on’ a large modern building to the
historic Pallants rownscape with great success.
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apen to the garden. Gallery director Stefon van Raay it keen

o reduce the number of warks in sorage and maximise those

on show — an example of this accurs with the Freeman collecton
of porcelain, seen primarily m a display adjacent to the restaurant.
A sénies of large drowers below glezed cabinets will ensure that
the itenss can be stored safely, but alse encourages o frequent
change of exhibits,

The stairs and lift rise within the terracotta-and-glass
slor to reach the first-floor galleries thor are laid our as a ceries of
rooms. Light enters the spaces from skyhghes within the roof void,
leaving walls entirely elear for aroworks to be displayed. Many of
the new gulleries are suntlar in properton to those of the original
howse, adding o the Bow between the two, Twe more spacious
galleries will be suiteble tor larger exhibitions and lectures but,
again, these are broken down ar roof level with pirched skylighe
clonds. The gallery sequence culminates i a small conservatary,
on.an axis with the central bay and stair of the orgmal house,
that looks out over the new garden, designed by Christopher
Bradley-Hole.

The separation of galleries and non-gallery spoces on
twor levels allows o clear ond simple servicing/energy management
strateqy. Ground-level non-gallery activities are naturally
ventilared. Mechanical ventilation and air condirioning is resericted
ro the upper galleries, with ground warer extracted via bores for
cooling during summer. In addinon, plant rooms, ductung and
diffusers are all ar roof level, with air entering the separate galleries
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3. Relative informality of
the East Pallant slavation
4. Junction of old and new
gt the cormer of the courtyard

via central elouds below the roof pitches. This gives very direct
aceess o services and keeps plant rooms hidden below the
copper-clad roof,

The structure is iLruigllttb:'l.\'ml_‘L with load-bearing wills,
concrete floors and precasr gallery roof unizs. The combination
of structure, service clouds and narural hghr results in a beauriful
series of galleries. These are modern, in contrast to the nrlgmul
house, but relate strongly in terms of propornon and dimension.
The light level is such that a degree of arificial light can be
introduced to create drama,

The principle of a gallery a3 a series of mooms, s opposed
te a hangar, I very appropriate, The wparate roofs over each of
the rooms break up the overall volume, allowing the building o
fit neatly into the grain of this part of Chichester. Mareover, many
of the warks in the collection are quite modest in size, originally
meant o be seen m ﬂ:ﬂdl’:ntlﬂ] SPOCCE, MeCCpuon rodms or ]lb“‘lri'—'h“
The smaller scale enhonces the viewing experience.

Talking with M ] Long and Colin St John Wilson in
their studio, it & clear that the bringing together of the Wilson
collection, seeing it as an enrity in ane h‘llﬂdjng for the firse time,
generates grear excitement; while Srefan van Faay believes thar
there are few galleries (apart from Yale) thar have so imporeant
a collection of Bricsh modern pomings. It therefore a great
achievement thar a building that will have such a strong presence
on the mternational art scene is able to sit in this quiet Chichester
street i such o modest, beautifully crofted monner
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2. In proportion and dimension, many of the

The new entrance elevarion is set back from Pallant
House iself, making the original bulding more 'stand alone’,
and this hos been emphosised further by extending Pallant House's
cornice araund the corner (previonsly it was terminaced by the
Meo-Georgian town house). From this entronee the building
unfolds, with public spaces at ground level, galleries above, and
wraps round the existing garden — resulting in a plan quite sumilar
w a rraditional French hirel,

The entrance elevation is formed from a combination of
Sussex hrick, glass and glazed red rerracorta. The stairs and Lift are
locared in a slot berween the hsted building and the new gallery,
The architects’ original design envisioned this as being enrirely
transparent, leaving a clear visual separation berween old and
new structures — a strategy which Foster and Partners adopted
in ity suceessful extension to the Joslyn Art Museum in Omaha.
At Pallant the idea was developed further by introducing glozed
terracotta, adding more solidity and enclosure o the slot. This
material acts almost as a boament berween the solid-brick areas
of the new elevanon and the vriginal Pallant House,

Terracoun is used again in the entrance area, in the
form of a large sereen of the ribbed tles. The effect is dramatic
and has distant cchoes of Aalto’s column treatment in the lobly
of Finlandia Holl. The modelling of this new elevarion agamn rakes
as its reference the original Pallane House tacade, whose overull
proporuons are determined by the golden section, as is the vertical
rectangle of its central entrance bay, The new elevanon rakes a
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new rooms resomble those in Pallant House

slotted recrangle of brickwark and sets this against the veracal
circulation rectangle, both of gelden-secton proportion,

Further references are made by adopting the window/
brick bay proportions of the original house. These are adopted
at ground level as actual openings to the bookshop and are
deseribed in slow in the main body of brickwark; the slors, with
their different intervals, indicate the volume and heighe of the
first Hoor galleries. In the same way that Aalto’s town hall at
Saynassale sits so comfortably on its site, this combination of brick
openings and slots gives the gallery entrance elevaton an abstract
formality thar also seems at case in this quiet Chichester street.

The elevation to still-quieter East Pallant is less formal,
with an interplay between the geometry of the first-floor galleries
and the ground-foor restaurant/back-of-house spaces, The
galleries continue the main elevation geometry round to the angle
of East Pallant, creating a series of angled volumes resting on the
ground-floor spaces. The overall efféct of brick and render gives a
reluxed feel ta the elevarion and allows what is a substantial public
building rosie comfortably in s historie residential surroundings,

Internally, the building is organised over two levels with
connections through to the exisung Pallant House galleries, This
will be one of the grear delights of the extension: the possibility of
wualking from new to old and seeing the collection as a contnuous
set of rooms

Ground-floor spaces include o bookshop, library, prines
collecton and restaurant, organised around a cencral glazed area
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7. Ground-floor plan

i
| sség :

i
£
3

AJ 20.07.06

e

e
Al

- e————_F

— i W



S -

o e el

=

-

-

B. Reception area (with allusiona to Aalte?)

18. Section through old wing, garden, meeting room and restaurant looking
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11. Section through galleria and garden gallery looking south
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8. S5tair to first-floor galleries
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12. The first-fleoor galleria
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13. Roofscape of the new addition, seen from East Pallant
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Costs

Costs apply to gross internal fleor araa.
Cost analysis based on tender sum

SUBSTRUCTURE

Foundations/slabs

Incorporating energy piles and basement for
mechanical and electrical services plant

L287.5/m'

SUPERSTRUCTURE

Upper floors

Reinforced slab and beams with areas of
hardwood Aooring and some raised-acces Aoors
Roof £23%.81/m”
Reinforced concrete flar and sloping roofs covered

with nin-coared copper and single-layer mofing

£52.68/m

Rooflights £38.1@/m*
Patent glazed security rooflights to galleries,

incorporating louvres with daylighe sensors

Staircases E73.66/m"
Reinforced concrete, stone and ceramic tile

foormg: painted suspended ceiling; plastered

walls: stainless-steel handrails

Extarnal walls £132.54/m"
Facing brick/block caviry walls; masonny support

systems: glazed terracotta rainscreen cladding;

lime rendering

Windows £18.74/m!
Polyester powder-coated steel double-glazed units

with security glazing. Two-hour fire resistant screen

External doors £51.83/m
Polyester powder-couted steel double-glazed units

with security glazing

Internal walls and partitions B4R B2 m?
Load-bearing and non-load-hearing blockwark:

hardwood internal linings: WG cubicles

Internal doors EB3.49/m"
Hardwood vencered doors; hardwood fronmes;

polyester powder-coated steel glazing unies;

security shutters

INTERMAL FINISHES

Wall Finishes £55.18/m!
Portland stone; drylining (plasterboard over MIJF);

plasrer; ceramic tiling; stone cladding

Floor finishas £69.79/m!
Granolithic; stone: ceramic aling: lmelenm: carper

Ceiling finishes £33.54/m!
Plasterboard suspended ceilings; demountable

suspension system; solated GRG panel ceilings

FITTINGS AND FURNISHINGS

Furniture £186.92/m"

Library; shop; kitchen; restaurant; lecture moms:
podia; loggia: encrance area; display unies; general
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SERVICES

Sanitary applianceas £7.88/m*
Integrated plumbing sysrem: white sanitargware;

stall and public fucilines: cleaners’ area

Services egquipment E7.45/m*
General equipment

Disposal installations £39.83/m'
Clayware and cast-iron (below-ground) drainage

Water installations £23.76/m"
Space heatingfair troatment £2B3.67/m"
Heanng. cooling and humidificanon/

dehumidification systems with energy piling

interface ar manifold; underfioor heating

Electrical services £194.83/n
Lighong/power fitnngs wich fearre/utilitg systems

Lift and gonveyor instsllations £24,08/m!
Single three-floor lift with one intermediate level
Security/fire-protection installations £66.98/m
Communication installatians £31.32/m!
IT telephone systems; EFOS; data links and system

Builders' work in connection £48.15/m*
EXTERMAL WORKS

Landscaping, ancillary buildings E£75.58/m*
Paving; trees: highung; water feamre; furniure

PRELIMINARIES AND INSURANCES

Preliminaries, overheads and profits £327.61/m*

Cost data supplied by Davis Langdon




Cost summary

The 2003/2004 cost for a National Standard Art Gallery was In the
range £2,065/m* 1o £2,650/m", Pallant Housa Gallery included the
demolition of an existing property adjacent to the Grade I-listed
building, with the need for temporary works te maintain the existing
structures. Archasological works formed part of the brief ence the
sita for the new extension was cleared, and Pallant House itsolf
needed additional works to render it structurally sound. Therefore
the tender price of £2,480/m" reprasantad a keen and competitive
offer within the expected range and allowing for regional variations.
Certain parts of the structury weore designed to high embodisd-
energy.characteristics and this led o & congreéte-framad structurs
with a pitched, in situ concrete roof overlaid with a copper roof. The
tendar was bazed en full Bills of Quantities with a design which had
heen developed to provide the tenderers with details at scales of
1:25 and 1:5, Thare was a mid-tendar interview process to better
assure an understanding of the project requirements. During the
tender period some changes were required to achieve planning
conzunt, and the principal redesign needed was included as part of
the tender accepted. The use of energy piles was adopted to reduce
the annual running costs and keep within the design capacity at an
accaptable cost of the basic utility sarvices capacity which was
avallable. The deslgn process for the main fit-out evalved during the
construction period and a proocess of tendering the main provisional
sums was odopted with specialista

Divird Binlewy, Dinvis Langidon

Cost par m* Percentage

(E£) of total
SUBSTRUCTURE 207.58 11.88
SUPERSTRUCTURE
Uppar floors 51.68 2.12
Roof 232.81 9.39
Rooflights 3B.18 1.54
Stalrcases 73.66 2.97
External walls 132.54 5.34
Windows 168,74 8.67
Extarnal doors £1.93 2.e8
Intarnal walls
and partitions 43_82 1.77
Internal doors 63.49 2.56
GROUP ELEMENT TOTAL 785.77 28.48
INTERNAL FINISHES
Wall finizhes 55.1@ 2.22
Floor finishes B9.78 2.81
Ceiling finishes 33.54 1.35
GROUP ELEMENT TOTAL 158.43 6.38
FITTINGS AND FURNITURE 186.82 7.54
SERVICES
Sanitary appliances 7.88 8.31

Services equipment 7.45 B.30

Disposal installations 38.83 1.61

Water instellations 23.76 B.86
Heating/air treatment 283,67 11.44
Electrical services 194,83 7.86
Lift and conveyor

installations 24 .88 8.9y
Protective

installations 66.98 2.78

Communication

installations 31.32 1.26

Builders' work 49,16 1.08

GROUP ELEMENT TOTAL 728.67 20.38
EXTERNAL WORKS 75.5@ 3.94

PRELIMINARIES AND 327.51 13.20
INSURANCE

TOTAL 2,488.38 188

14, Courtyard garden, by Christopher Bradley-Hole
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Credits

Tender date

November 2002

Start on site data

13 January 2003

Contract duration

66.5 weeks

Gross internal floor area

1,546m* new build (existing house 818m7)

Form of contract and/or procurement

JCT 1998 - Private with Quantities

Total Cost

L£4,613,417.06

Cliant

The Trustees of Pallant House Gallery

Sponsor

The Heritage Lottery Fund

Architect

Long & Kentish in asociation with Colin St John Wilson:
Colin St John Wilsan, M | Long, Ralfe Kentish, Andrew Davy
{project architect), Mark Giles, Adrian Lau, Peter Brough,
David Wares, Alan Monckron-Milnes, Ursula McGeoch
Structure and services englneer

Arup

Cost consultant

Duavis Langdon

Project menager

Gardiner & Theobald

Garden designer

Christopher Bradley-Hole

Congervation architect

Richard Graffiths Architects

Planning supervieor

Long & Kentish Architects

Building control

Chichester District Council

Main contractor

Haymills

Subcontractors and suppliers

Conerete roof Laboursite; concrete frame Salking; brickwork /
bockwork ART Property Development, scaffolding Amber
Scaffolding; suspended ceilings Aronn Interiors; terracoita minscreen
chndding Baris UK; bored piling /sheer piling fvilvo compaction
Cementation Foundations Skanska; demolition Hallmark
Foundations; mechanical installation Halsion; jeineny /timber /doors/
doorsets Hammal Joinery: metafwork [ron Designs (Sussex);
decorations KAR. Contractors; Eleefrical installation Lauren Lloyd:
roller shurners LBS Securities; raffigle louvres Levolux; sreel
windoss fveral doors Multi Firescreens Systems; energyy piles
MNagele Energic-und-Haustechn; mooflights Pensher Securiry
Divors; stare floaring and ceramiic tiling Putney & Wood; niling/
alating feopper roofing Richardson Roofing; external works /itone
paving Swanwick Construction: conrere drilling Technical
Concrete Cutting Services; lift The UK Lift Co; timber floaring
V A Hurchisen Floaring; redler cubicles fwaninyg units Washroom;
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lime render/plastering Whiteways Contractors; anchaeology
Wessex Archaeology; fif-out smain contractor Vivid Interiors; fir-
auit jofner Parker Sussex, Howard Bros Joinery; IT/AV Plexner;
catering and kitchen fir-ont Airedale Carering Equipment; signage
Rivermeade; stone letter-cutier Artistic Stone; furmiture
Coexistence; garden main contractor Swatton Landscape; water
Jeature Art in the Landscape; Pietma Serena stone paving and bench
Stone Aqge; red paving bricks (NCP635) Blockleys; steel and timber
bench Norton Garden Structures; LED light fittings in paving
lguzzini; plane rrees in garden Bruns-PRanzen-Export GmbH &
Co KG; grasses Big Grass Co; regessed slor draing in paving ACO
Technolagies PLC; red handunade Leicestersfire rick Charnwood
Farest Brick; lime morrar with Witrehan wsashed sicved sand/qrit/
matural fime The Lune Centre; sall-glazed ferracoita NBK
Keramik GmbH; Portland Stone paving and wall cadding Allwon
Stone Quarry; Purbeek Stone extermal paving to road and delfveny
yard | Suede (Swanoge Quarries); tin-coared capper roofing
TECU-Zinn KM Europa Metal AG; polyester powder-coated steel
wirtdows and doors = Janisol Jansen; rargfube fo exterior handwood
doors Timbmet Silverman; oak flooring to galleries — English oak
Atkins & Cripps: imber floor sealer — BonaKemn Traffic
BonaFemi; carper — Hestex Ultima tunst 80,20 wool fmiglon
Westex Carpets; linolenm to studie workshop — marmoleum Forbo
Flooring UE: light fittings to galleries — spors and track ERCO
Lighting; lght firtings to ganden galleny and restaunant — Arme
Jacobsen Vivona 400 Thorn Jakobsson; irsnongeny incliuding door
pull handles 12é (Yannedis)



WORKING DETAILS / PALLANT HOUSE GALLERY

AGALLERY WITH A VAULTED
ROOF AND SUSPENDED
CEILING PLATFORMS

The new rwo-storey wing is
mofed with a series of vaults
resembling pyramids, each
with a glozed lid surmounted
by an external louvre system,

The gallery is designed o
mnimise energy use; walls and
roof are both built of highly
insulared, thermally massive
materials, 1o keep internal
temperatures relatively constant.
The walls comprise o brick
outer leaf, insulated cavity and
double-skin blockwork inmer
leaf. The vaules are formed of
sprayed in-situ concrete and
180mm foamed-glass insularion
on bitumen primer, with a roof
covering of copper sheet with
25mm standing seams.

The lids af the vaults have
high-security, thermally broken
double-glazing, The external
lonvre system controls narural
light, which is reflected onto the
walls by the sloping surfaces of
the voults and cetlings.

A suspended ceiling
platform, a “cloud’, hangs below
each glazed lid, held by Smm
steel rods. The platforms shield
the walls from direct light and
support air supply and exwact
ducts. They are constructed of
57 x 148mm C-shaped steel
sections lined with boarding
and a glass-reinforced gypsum
(GILEG) board ceiling soffie. A
cantilevered light recess, of 40
% 60mm C-shaped steel sections,
runs around vach platforn. The
connecting links between supply
and extract ducts on adjocent
platforms are clad with
polyester powder-coated metal.
By Sezan Davson
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